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About Environmental Advocates Action

Environmental Advocates Action was formed in 1969 as one of the first organizationsin

the nation to advocate for the future of a state’s environment and the health of its citizens.
As the environmental conscience of New York, Environmental Advocates Action through
its advocacy, watchdogging, coalition building, education, and policy expertise, has been
ensuring that environmental laws are enacted and enforced, anti-environmental laws are
defeated, and the public participation in environmental policy debate occurs in a meaningful
way. Environmental Advocates Action is a non-profit corporation tax exempt under section
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code. Visit us online: You can access past editions of the
Scorecard for the complete environmental voting record of every member of the New York
State Assembly and Senate. Visit www.eaaction.org to get started.

How to Read the Scorecard

Bill Description Incorrect Environmental Vote

Correct Environmental Vote *** *** M **
Assembly Scores

( Keep Water On
District
N

Member \ District 52239\\822;?9 A10521
Peter J. Abbate, Jr. 100% \Q% v
Thomas J. Abinanti (D-92/ Tarrytown)) 100% | 1009 P
CarmenE. Arroyo (D- 100% | 96% -“
Jacob Ashby (R-107/Troy) % | 77% X
JeffrionL. Aubry (D-35/Corona) 100% | 100% v
Will Barclay (R-120/Fulton) 43% 60% X
Brian Barnwell (D-30/Maspeth) 95% | 100% v
Didi Barrett (D-106/Poughkeepsie) 100% | 100% v
CharlesBarron (D-60/Brooklyn) 100% | 100% v
Michael R. Benedetto (D-82/Bronx) 100% | 100% v
Rodneyse Bichotte (D-42/Brooklyn) 100% | 100% v
Michael Blake (D-79/Bronx) 100% | 100% v

X

Kenneth D. Blankenbush (R- 117/Carthage) 43% 63%

Not in office/Excused absence/Not scored


http://www.eaaction.org
http://www.eaaction.org
https://twitter.com/ea_action?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironmentalAdvocatesAction/

Why we do this

Every New Yorker—no matter the color of their skin, or how much money they have, or where
they live—has the right to clean air, clean water, and an environment that is healthy. This is our
fundamental belief as well as the belief of millions of fellow New Yorkers. It is our raison d'etre,
our animating principle. It is quite simply why we do what we do.

This year saw the New York State Legislature again passing important environmental
legislation that follows this principle. Today, we have a law that will ensure a smooth and orderly
process to fully electrify all vehicles in the state. And a bill that helps us know what'’s in our
drinking water now awaits the Governor’s signature. This year’s budget invested $300 million
for the Environmental Protection Fund, $500 million to help build the next generation of water
infrastructure and included a $3 billion environmental bond act measure that will appear on

the 2022 ballot. Before this bond act is presented to voters, the funding level could increase.
With each passing day, the Governor and the Legislature are seeing first-hand the need to fund
efforts to tackle the climate crisis.

But perhaps the most significant piece of environmental legislation passed this year is the
measure to amend the New York State Constitution by adding these fifteen powerful words:
“Each person shall have aright to clean air and water, and a healthful environment.” Our
core belief.

Clean air, clean water, and a healthful environment should be viewed as inalienable rights. And
the only way to ensure that New Yorkers expressly have those rights is by making sure they are
included in the State Constitution.

This fall, New York voters will find a question on the ballot: should the amendment to add
environmental rights to the constitution be approved?

The Scorecard exists to inform New Yorkers of their State Legislator’s environmental voting
record. This information is a powerful tool when going to the voting booth. You can see for
yourself which legislators think clean air and water is a fundamental right and which do not.
Now that they have voted, it’s our turn. This election, we all have the power to decide if New York
will add aright to clean water, clean air, and a healthful environment. This election you can vote
to give yourself, your family, your neighbors—both today and for generations to come—those
rights. This election day, earn a perfect score and vote yes for Environmental Rights.



2021 Legislative Session

Like 2019, the 2021 Legislative session began by welcoming yet another diverse freshman
class of law makers from the Bronx to Buffalo, many of whom campaigned on environmental
commitments to address climate change, to improve air quality in their communities, and to
reverse environmental injustices. Joining long standing environmental champions, we saw an
energized group of legislators taking bold actions that willimprove the health and well-being of
allNew Yorkers.

The session featured another strong environmental budget with The Legislature authorizing a
$3 billion Bond Act for the 2022 ballot, an additional $500 million in water infrastructure funding,
and another $300 million into the Environmental Protection Fund. Environmental Conservation
Chairs Todd Kaminsky and Steve Englebright led on defining categories of environmental
funding in the Bond Act, while long time clean water supporter Assemblymember Steven Otis
helped secure water infrastructure funding.

As session progressed, the Senate, under the leadership of Majority Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, focused on climate and environmental justice, while the Assembly, under
the leadership of Speaker Carl Heastie, moved to hold the administration accountable for
implementation of Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA or climate law)
in an equitable manner through climate oversight hearings.

Assemblymembers Kelles, Septimo, Gonzalez-Rojas, and
Lunsford rose to the occasion during the oversight hearings

by directing NYSERDA and DEC to make the Climate

Action Council to be transparent with the public. These
Assemblymembers held agencies accountable to the process
of reducing emissions in alignment with the State’s equity goals
by probing commissioners about critical milestones in the
implementation process.




Rising environmental stars and champions

Environmental rights champs

Assemblymember Englebright and
Senator Jackson channeled their
decades of passion to ensure their
respective house gave second passage
to their bill (A.1368/S.528) to amend

the State Constitution to provide a right
to clean air, clean water, and a healthful
environment. With passage secured,
the question is now presented for voter

Assemblymember Steve Englebright (left) and Senator Robert Jackson (right) ratification this fall.

Bringing the environmental rights amendment up for a vote early on in session allowed newly
elected members to articulate their views on the environment and what environmental rights
means for their communities. Members from Brooklyn to the Adirondacks to Rochester spoke
out in support. Another champ to recognize is Assemblyman Richard Gottfried, long-time
chair of the health committee. He has been along time co-prime on this bill and has led the
effort to connect the need for clean water (see more below) and air to healthy people.

Rising Stars

Senator Hinchey (D-Hudson Valley), Senator May (D-Syracuse), Assemblymember Septimo
(D-Bronx), Assemblymember Souffrant Forrest (D-Brooklyn), Assemblymember Lunsford
(D-Rochester), Assemblymember Anderson (D-Queens), Assemblymember Gallagher
(D-Brooklyn), Assemblymember Burdick (D-Westchester), Assemblymember Kelles
(D-Ithaca) and Assemblymember Simpson (R-Horicon) all gave remarks that sets the tone of
what we can expect of these environmental champs.

From Left to right: Senator Michelle Hinchey, Senator Rachel May, Assemblymember Amanda Septimo, Assemblymember Phara Souffrant
Forrest, and Assemblymember Jen Lunsford



EV Stars

Assemblymember Englebright
(D-Long Island) and Senator
Harckham (D-Westchester/
Hudson Valley) sponsored
A.4302/S.2758 that, thanks to the
swift action of Governor Hochul is
now law. This new law essentially
puts an “expiration date” for
internal combustion engines

for arange of uses, including
passenger vehicles, trucks,
buses, farm and construction vehicles and engines and even lawn and garden equipment. The
centerpiece of the new law is that all passenger cars and trucks sold or leased in New York

be zero-emissions by 2035, addressing the largest climate and air pollution source in New
York State. In addition, Assemblymember Cusick (D-Staten Island) and Senator Kennedy
(D-Buffalo) championed an important bill (A.3876/S.3929) to fix a charging rate design that in
many instances makes owning and operating fast charging facilities cost prohibitive.

Assemblymember Steve Englebright (left) and Senator Peter Harckham (right)

Central NY duo

Assemblymember Kelles (D-Ithaca)
and Senator May (D-Syracuse), an
environmentally minded duo from
Central New York, partnered on

two pieces of legislation that will

play animportant role in achieving
the states’ climate goals. The first

bill (A.7611A/S.6268A) requires any
funds generated through the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) be
used in a manner consistent with the
RGGI spending rules promulgated by
NYSERDA, while A.7768A/S.7006A
prohibits dormant facilities with
permits issued prior to 2012 from utilizing fossil fuels for electricity production without the
issuance of new operating certificates. The latter bill would corral the explosive growth

of energy intensive crypto currency. While these bills moved through committee and one
passed the Assembly, we hope to see these pass in the next session. If we are to have any
hope of achieving our climate and equity goals, then we cannot raid clean energy funds for
general budget matters and we cannot allow retired facilities to come back online and pollute
at greater levels than before.

Assemblymember Anna Kelles (left) and Senator Rachel May (right)



Testing for toxics

Assembly Health Committee Chair Gottfried (D-Manhattan) and
Senator Skoufis (D-Hudson Valley) secured legislative passage of
their bill (A.126A/S.1759A) to establish the most comprehensive
monitoring program for toxic PFAS chemicals in the nation. This
“three-tree” rated bill will fulfill the promise made to New Yorkers more
than four years ago to expand drinking water testing following water
crises in Hoosick Falls and elsewhere. The bill will give New Yorkers
critical information about the prevalence of PFAS in our drinking water
and will inform future policies to protect public health from these
“forever chemicals.” It awaits a signature from the Governor.

Assemblymember
Richard Gottfried

Cleaning up the air

Assemblymember Septimo (D-Bronx) and Senator Biaggi
(D- Bronx/Westchester) knowing a thing or two about

how poor air quality impacts communities, advanced
legislation aimed at cleaning up air pollution in disadvantaged
communities. A.6177A/S.841A requires all above ground
petroleum bulk storage facilities to be painted white or beige/
cream to reduce the release of harmful volatile organic
compounds that evaporate as the tanks absorb sunlight.
A.6150/S.4371B establishes ambient air quality standards for
toxic air contaminants emitted by major stationary sources of
air pollution, a fence line air monitoring program and penalties  Senator Alessandra Biaggi

for violations of the standards to be paid into a community benefit fund to deliver direct
benefits to environmental justice communities. While the painting bulk storage tanks bill awaits
the Governor’s signature, we hope to secure passage of the ambient air quality standards
legislation next session.

Getting the lead out

Assemblymember Gottfried (D-Manhattan) and Senator
Rivera (D-Bronx), respective chairs of the Assembly and
Senate Committees on Health, sponsored important
legislation to expand potable water testing in schools.
Specifically, A160B/S.2122A strengthens testing
requirements for lead in school drinking water, an ever-
critical health protection since young children are at the
highest risk of life-long damage from lead.

Senator J. Gustavo Rivera



Oil Slick Award: Senate Minority Leader
Robert Ortt (R-62 Lockport)

Few in the Legislature have been as
consistently bad on the environment as
Senator Robert Ortt. Just this year he voted
against New Yorkers having the right to clean
air, clean water, and a healthful environment;
expanding drinking water testing; and
reducing air pollution that sickens people
(including his constituents) and causes
premature deaths. Over his career, he has
voted against a panoply of common-sense
environmental protections, including a law
that currently protects kids from dangerous
chemicalsin toys.

Senator Ortt’s antipathy toward the environment goes well beyond voting NO on legislation.
From his Don Quixotesqge problem with windmills and wind power to fighting to keep coal
plants open to leading what the Albany Times Union called a “disinformation campaign”
against the Climate and Community Investment Act (a measure that would fund New York’s
fight against the climate crisis), Senator Ortt can be trusted to tow the line for big polluters and
stand against the improved health of New Yorkers.

A key feature of leadership is providing direction, and it’s clear that Senator Ortt’s leadership
of the Senate Minority Conference is directing them straight off an environmental cliff. Every
Senator in the minority must decide if they want a leader representing them that has this poor
of arecord on the environment and if this anti-environment ethos is what they want to be
known for.

For his damaging and dismal environmental voting record since he has been in office, for his
dangerous leadership of the Senate Minority Conference, and for being as out of touch as you
can get, Senator Robert Ortt is our 2021 Oil Slick Award recipient.

‘21—37% Voted against New Yorkers having a right to clean air, water
‘20—23% Voted against banning toxic coal tar

“19—49% Voted against New York’s historic climate law

“18—68% Voted to divert clean energy funds

“17—53% Voted against the Clean Water Bond Act

“16—57% Voted to stall clean energy spending
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Addabbo, Joseph 15 100 | 100
Akshar, Fred 52 54 | 30
Bailey, Jamaal 36 100 100
Benjamin, Brian 30 100 96
Biaggi, Alessandra 34 100 | 100
Borrello, George 57 38 34
Boyle, Philip 4 96 | 90
Breslin, Neil 44 100 | 100
Brisport, Jabari 25 N | 100
Brooks, JohnE. 8 100 | 100
Brouk,Samra 55 N 100
Comrie, Leroy 14 100 | 100
Cooney, Jeremy 56 N 96
Felder, Simcha 17 92 | 90
Gallivan, Patrick 59 31 46
Gaughran, James 5 100 93
Gianaris, Michael 12 100 | 100
Gounardes, Andrew 22 100 100
Griffo, Joseph 47 38 40
Harckham, Peter 40 100 100
Helming, Pamela 54 50 | 53
Hinchey, Michelle 46 N | 100
Hoylman, Brad 27 100 | 100
Jackson, Robert 31 100 100
Jordan, Daphne 43 38 37
Kaminsky, Todd 9 100 | 100
Kaplan, Anna 7 100 100
Kavanagh, Brian 26 100 | 100
Kennedy, Timothy M. 63 100 | 96
Krueger, Liz 28 100 100
Lanza, Andrew 24 42 | 59
Liu, John 1 100 | 100
Mannion, John 50 N 93
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact
N - Not in office/excused (not scored) INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was a member of the Assembly
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Martucci, Mike 42 N 68
Mattera, Mario 2 N 87
Oberacker, Peter 51 N 33
Ortt, Robert 62 23 37
Palumbo, Anthony 1 N 69
Parker, Kevin 21 100 100
Persaud, Roxanne 19 100 100
Ramos, Jessica 13 100 100
Rath lll, Edward 61 N 33
Reichlin-Melnick, Elijah | 38 N 26
Ritchie, Patricia 48 50 42
Rivera, J. Gustavo 33 100 | 100
Ryan, Sean 60 100" 100
Salazar, Julia 18 100 100
Sanders, James Jr. 10 100 INC “
Savino, Diane 23 100 | 96
Sepulveda, Luis 32 100 | 100
Serino, Susan M 81 57
Serrano, Jose M. 29 100 | 100
Skoufis, James 39 100 | 93
Stavisky, Toby Ann 16 100 | 96
Stewart-Cousins, 35 100 100
Andrea

Tedisco, James 49 62 59
Thomas, Kevin 6 100 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact

N - Not in office/excused (not scored) INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was amember of the Assembly
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Senate Scores
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Member District | S2a | Sowe |SBI88) s.+o96 [ISGSORN s 5027 | s 1250n
Addabbo, Joseph 15 100 | 100
Akshar, Fred 52 54 30
Bailey, Jamaal 36 100 | 100
Benjamin, Brian 30 100 96
Biaggi, Alessandra 34 100 100
Borrello, George 57 38 34
Boyle, Philip 4 96 | 90
Breslin, Neil 44 100 | 100
Brisport, Jabari 25 N 100
Brooks, JohnE. 8 100 | 100
Brouk, Samra 55 N 100
Comrrie, Leroy 14 100 100
Cooney, Jeremy 56 N 96
Felder, Simcha 17 92 | 90
Gallivan, Patrick 59 31 | 46
Gaughran, James 5 100 93
Gianaris, Michael 12 100 | 100
Gounardes, Andrew 22 100 100
Griffo, Joseph 47 38 40
Harckham, Peter 40 100 | 100
Helming, Pamela 54 50 | 53
Hinchey, Michelle 46 N | 100
Hoylman, Brad 27 100 | 100
Jackson, Robert 31 100 | 100
Jordan, Daphne 43 38 37
Kaminsky, Todd 100 | 100
Kaplan, Anna 100 | 100
Kavanagh, Brian 26 100 100
Kennedy, Timothy M. 63 100 | 96
Krueger, Liz 28 100 100
Lanza, Andrew 24 42 59
Liu, John 1 100 | 100
Mannion, John 50 N 93
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact
N - Not in office/excused (not scored) INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was a member of the Assembly
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Senate Scores
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2020 2021
Member District | score | Score M - - M
Martucci, Mike 42 N | e8
Mattera, Mario 2 N 87
May, Rachel 53 100 | 100
Mayer, Shelley 37 100 100
Myrie, Zellnor 20 100 | 100
Oberacker, Peter 51 N 33
O'Mara, Thomas 58 46 34
Ortt, Robert 62 23 | a7
Palumbo, Anthony 1 N 69
Parker, Kevin 21 100 100
Persaud, Roxanne 19 100 100
Ramos, Jessica 13 100 100
Rath Ill, Edward 61 N | 33 x| x|
Reichlin-Melnick, Elijah 38 N | 96
Ritchie, Patricia 48 50 | 42 x|
Rivera, J. Gustavo 33 100 100
Ryan, Sean 60 100" 100
Salazar, Julia 18 100 100
Sanders, James Jr. 10 100 INC “ “
Savino, Diane 23 100 96
Sepulveda, Luis 32 100 100
Serino, Susan 4 81 57
Serrano, Jose M. 29 100 100
Skoufis, James 39 100 93
Stavisky, Toby Ann 16 100 96
Stec, Dan 45 57 | 39
Stewart-Cousins, Andrea 35 100 100
Tedisco, James 49 62 59
Thomas, Kevin 6 100 100
Weik, Alexis N | e3
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact

N - Not in office/excused (not scored)

INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was amember of the Assembly
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Member District | 2020 | 2021 = | nozssa |
Abbate, Peter 49 | 100 | 100
Abinanti, Thomas 92 [ 100 | 100
Anderson, Khaleel 31 N | 100
Angelino, Joe 122 N | 26
Ashby, Jacob 107 71 | 56
Aubry, Jeffrion 35 | 100 | 100
Barclay, William 120 | 43 | 23
Barnwell, Brian 30 | 100 [ 100
Barrett, Didi 106 | 100 | 96
Barron, Charles 60 100 100
Benedetto, Michael g2 | 100 | 100
Bichotte Hermelyn, Rodneyse 42 100 100
Blankenbush, Kenneth 17 43 26
Brabenec, Karl 98 38 26
Braunstein, Edward 26 100 100
Bronson, Harry 138 100 100
Brown, Keith 12 N | 90
Burdick, Chris 93 N | 100
Burgos, Kenneth 85 N 100
Burke, Patricia 142 | 100 | 100
Buttenschon, Marianne 119 81 | 83
Byrne, Kevin 94 57 | 50
Byrnes, Marjorie 133 | 43 | 20
Cahill, Kevin 103 | 100 [ 96
Carroll, Robert C. 44 | 100 | 100
Clark, Sarah 136 N | 100
Colton, William 47 | 100 | 100
Conrad ll, William 140 N | 100
Cook, Vivian 32 | 100 | 100 | N |
Cruz, Catalina 39 100 100
Cusick, Michael 63 | 100 | 100
Cymbrowitz, Steven 45 100 100
Darling, Taylor 18 100 100
Davila, Maritza 53 | 100 | 100
De LaRosa, Carmen 72 100 100
DeStefano, Joe 3 90 | 56
Dickens, InezE. 70 | 100 | 100 N
Dilan, Erik 54 | 100 | 100
Dinowitz, Jeffery 81 100 | 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact

N - Not in office/excused (not scored) INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was amember of the Assembly
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Member District | 2020 | 221 =3 ns2ssa | asoz2 |
DiPietro, David 147 24 | 23
Durso, Michael 9 100 | 90
Eichenstein, Simcha 48 100 | 93
Englebright, Steve 4 100 100
Epstein, Harvey 74 100 100
Fahy, Patricia 109 | 100 | 100
Fall, Charles 61 100 | 100
Fernandez, Nathalia 80 100 100
Fitzpatrick, Michael J. 8 48 | 36
Friend, Christopher 124 24 20
Frontus, Mathylde 46 100 100 “
Galef, Sandra 95 100 100
Gallagher, Emily 50 N | 100
Gallahan, Jeff 131 N 40
Gandolfo, Jarett 7 N 96
Giglio, Jodi 2 N | 63
Giglio, Joseph M. 148 | 67 | 36
Glick, Deborah J. 66 100 | 100
Gonzalez-Rojas, Jessica 34 N 100
Goodell, Andrew 150 43 26
Gottiried, Richard 75 100 | 100
Griffin, Judy 21 100 | 100
Gunther, Alicen 100 | 95 [ 100
Hawley, Stephen 139 43 | 26
Heastie, Carl 83 | 100 | 100
Hevesi, Andrew 28 | 100 | 100
Hunter, Pamela 128 | 100 | 100
Hyndman, Alicia 29 | 100 | 100
Jackson, Chantel 79 N 100
Jacobson, Jonathan 104 | 100 | 100
Jean-Pierre, Kimberly 1 100 | 100
Jensen, Josh 134 N 40
Jones, Billy 115 81 | 90
Joyner, Latoya 77 100 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact

N - Not in office/excused (not scored) INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was amember of the Assembly
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Member District | 2020 | 2021 =3 == A5082
Kelles, Anna 125 N 100
Kim, Ron 40 | 100 [ 100
Lalor, Kieran 105 | 33 | 26
Lavine, Charles 13 | 100 | 100
Lawler, Michael 97 N | 70
Lemondes, John 126 N 40
Lunsford, Jen 135 N 100
Lupardo, Donna 123 95 96
Magnarelli, William 129 | 100 | 100
Mamdani, Zohran Kwame 36 N 100
Manktelow, Brian 130 | 88 | 26
McDonald Ill, John 108 95 | 100
McDonough, David 14 57 40
McMahon, Karen 46 | 100 | 100
Meeks, Demond 137 N 100
Mikulin, John 17 7 | 60
Miller, Brian 101 7 | a7
Miller, Melissa 20 52 | 73
Mitaynes, Marcela 51 N 100
Montesano, Michael 15 62 73
Morinello, Angelo 145 | 43 | 33
Niou, Yuh-Line 65 | 100 | 100
Nolan, Catherine 37 100 INC “
Norris, Michael s | 43 | 26
O'Donnell, Daniel 69 | 100 | 100
Otis, Steven 91 100 | 100
Palmesano, Philip 132 43 | 26
Paulin, Amy g8 | 100 | 100
Peoples-Stokes, Crystal 141 95 100
Perry, Nick 58 | 100 | 100
Pheffer Amato, Stacey G. 23 100 100
Pichardo, Victori 86 100 100
Pretiow, Gary g9 | 100 | 100
Quart, Dan 73 100 | 100
Ra, Edward 19 100 | 70
Rajkumar, Jenifer 38 N | 100
Ramos, Phil 6 100 | 100
Reilly, Michael 62 90 | 66
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact
N - Not in office/excused (not scored) INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was amember of the Assembly
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Assembly Scores ,

a =
Member District 5252 323,2; m A.5082
Reyes, Karines 87 100 100
Richardson, Diana 43 | nA | 100
Rivera, Jonathan 149 N 100
Rivera, Jose 78 | 100 | 100
Rodriguez, Robert 68 | 100 | 100
Rosenthal, Daniel 27 | 100 | 100
Rosenthal, LindaB. 67 | 100 | 100
Rozic, Nily 25 [ 100 | 100
Salka, John 121 N | 36
Santabarbara, Angelo 111 94 96
Sayegh, Nader 90 100 100
Schmitt, Colin 99 | 100 | 56
Seawright, Rebecca 76 100 100
Septimo, Amanda 84 N | 100 | N |
silltti, Gina 16 N | 100
Simon, Jo Anne 52 100 | 100
Simpson, Matthew 14 N 53
Smith, Doug 5 81 | 56
Smullen, Robert 118 43 | 26
Solages, Michelle 22 | 100 | 100
Souffrant Forrest, Phara 57 N INC “
Steck, Phil 10 | 100 | 100
Stern, Steve 10 100 100
Stirpe, Al 127 95 | 100
Tague, Christopher 102 43 26
Tannousis, Michael 64 N 63
Taylor, Al 71 100 | 100
Thiele, Jr, Fred W. 1 100 | 100
Vanel, Clyde 33 | 100 | 100
Walczyk, Mark 116 67 56
Walker, Latrice 55 100 100 “
Wallace, Monica 143 100 100
Walsh, Mary 112 57 | 33
Weinstein, Helene 41 100 | 100
Weprin, David 24 | 100 [ 100
Williams, Jaime R 59 | 100 | 100
Woerner, Carrie 13 86 96
Zebrowski,Kenneth 96 100 100
Zinerman, Stefani 56 N 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote (includes unexcused absences) * - Positive Environmental Impact

N - Not in office/excused (not scored) INC - Incomplete score, N/A - Not in Office *was amember of the Assembly
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How Scores Are Calculated

To calculate legislators’ scores, Environmental Advocates Action uses ratings developed by our sister
organization, Environmental Advocates NY.

Legislators earn between 1and 3 points respectively for votes in support of bills rated by Environmental
Advocates NY as 1, 2, or 3 “tree” bills. Tree-rated bills are those that will benefit the environment.

Legislators earn between 1and 3 points respectively for votes against bills that are given arating
of 1,2, or 3 “smokestacks.” Smokestack-rated bills are those that will harm the environment.
Incompletes: Legislators who miss more than 20 percent of votes receive a score of incomplete (INC).

What You Can Do Now That You Know the Score

Find out who represents you.

Visit www.assembly.state.ny.us and www.nysenate.gov or call the New York State Assembly
at (518) 455-4100 and the New York State Senate at (518) 455-2800.

Vote at the local, state, & federal levels.

Your vote is critical when it comes to whether or not New York State protects the air we breathe,
the water we drink, and the health of our families.

Contact your lawmakers.

Write to your legislators at New York State Assembly, Albany, NY 12248 or
New York State Senate, Albany, NY 12247.

Hold legislators accountable.

If they voted to weaken New York'’s environmental safeguards, send lawmakers a note expressing your
disapproval. If your legislators are working to protect New York’s environment, write to thank them.

Support our work.

Visit www.eaaction.org to support our work in the State Capitol. You can also find us online on
Twitter: @EA_Action or Facebook: @EnvironmentalAdvocatesAction.


http://www.assembly.state.ny.us
http://www.nysenate.gov
http://www.eaaction.org
https://twitter.com/ea_action?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironmentalAdvocatesAction/

Bill Summaries

To score legislation, Environmental Advocates
Action uses ratings developed by our sister
organization, Environmental Advocates NY.

* * * Bills with 3 trees will bring major benefits
to New York’s environment.

* Bills with 1tree will benefit New York’s
environment.

Bills with 2 trees will bring substantial
benefits to New York’s environment.

"'i Bills with 1 smokestack will be
detrimental to New York’s environment.

—i "i Bills with 2 smokestacks will be seriously
detrimental to New York’s environment.
"""'""i Bills with 3 smokestacks would likely
result in major or lasting harm to some

aspect of New York’s environment.

Please note: no smokestack bills were voted on by
the Legislature this year.

4244 1.Environmental Bill of Rights

This bill proposes an amendment to the Bill

of Rights of the New York State Constitution
providing aright to clean water, clean air,and a
healthful environment for all New Yorkers. This
billwas passed by two consecutive legislatures
(oncein 2019 and againin 2021) and now the
New York electorate will be able to vote by

ballot referendum to add this right to the state
constitution in November 2021. If approved, these
rights would be given the same protections as
our rights to free speech, freedom of religion, due
process, and property. Establishing constitutional
environmental rights for all New Yorkers ensures
a strong legal foundation exists to sustain

healthy lives and economies for current and
future generations. A.1368 (Englebright)/S.528
(Jackson) passed both the Assembly and the
Senate and will be on the ballot for voters to
decide in November 2021.

4244 3.Expanding Drinking Water Testing

This bill ensures that all public water systems
across the state test for potentially dangerous
chemicals so that every New Yorker knows what
is in their water. The bill creates New York’s first
emerging contaminant testing list drawn from
EPA’s latest round of emerging contaminant
testing. This bill will ensure all water utility systems,

including small water systems serving fewer than
10,000 people, test for the listed contaminants.
This billis critical for ensuring New Yorkers

know their drinking water is free from dangerous
chemicals. A.126-A (Gottfried)/S.1759-A (Skoufis)
passed the Assembly and the Senate.

%2 4.Pesticide Free Summer Camps

This bill extends protections for children
against harmful pesticides at children’s camps
by prohibiting pesticides on camp playing
fields, playgrounds, and turfs, which are areas
where children spend significant time during
their summers. Pesticides are highly toxic and
can contaminate the air and drinking water,
posing health risks to children. This bill will
protect children from contact with pesticides
by restricting the usage of pesticides at all New
York summer camps. A.528-A (Paulin)/S.4478-A
(Brouk) passed both the Assembly and Senate.

22 5.Keep Water On

This legislation prohibited utility shutoffs during
the COVID-19 state of emergency. Water shutoffs
are a standard practice that many utilities employ
when households do not pay their water bills on
time. As aresult, human health and community
well-being are put at risk, especially during a
public health crisis in which every New Yorker
should have access to running water. This
legislation protected against utility termination for
180 days after the state of emergency terminated,
including the prohibition of late fees, and
guarantees access to defer or extend repayment
plans. A.6255-A (Richardson)/S1453-B (Parker)
passed both the Assembly and Senate and was
signed into law by the Governor.

4 6. Addressing Asthmain Communities of Color
This bill establishes a Minority Coordinating
Council on Asthmatic Affairs within the
Department of Health. This council will assess
asthmarisk factors for residents of color within
the state, identify barriers to treatment, develop
intervention strategies, and create an awareness
campaign to manage asthma rates in communities
of color through prevention and treatment.

This bill will help to address the long-standing
environmental justice issue of disproportionate
asthma rates among communities of color due

to higher rates of air pollution. A.5828 (Reyes)/
S.410-A (Biaggi) passed the Assembly.



28

24 7.Getting the Lead Out of Schools

This billamends the public health law to expand
potable water testing in schools to protect
students from school drinking water that may be
contaminated with lead. Lead is a neurotoxin that
causes neurological damage, impaired hearing,
slowed growth, and anemia, even when exposed
to trace amounts. Lead in drinking water must

be monitored to protect children who have the
highest risk for health problems. This bill will lower
the lead action level from 15 ppb to 5ppb, which
will ensure that more water sources contaminated
with lead are remediated in New York schools.
A.160-B (Gottfried)/S.2122-A (Rivera) passed
both the Assembly and Senate.

44 8.Travel Without Plastic

This billamends the environmental conservation
law to restrict hotels from making personal care
productsin small plastic bottles available to hotel
guests. It will take effect January 1,2024, for all
hotels with fifty rooms or more, and January 1,
2025, for all hotels with less than fifty rooms.
This bill will prohibit single use plastic in hotels to
help address the single-use plastic waste crisis.
Encouraging hotels to use bulk dispensers of
personal care products reduces the demand for
virgin materials, like petroleum, used to produce
plastic. A.5082 (Englebright)/S.543 (Kaminsky)
passed both the Assembly and Senate.

24 9.Banning Fracking Waste on Highways
This billamends the environmental conservation
law to prohibit the use of drilling fluids, brine, and
flowback water from wells, pools, or fields on any
highway. This fracking waste is known to contain
carcinogenic and radioactive material such as
radium-226, radium-228, and radon. This bill

is essential to ensure these chemicals do not
enter our groundwater, wetlands, and marshes,
which can contaminate drinking water and
natural environments. A.903 (O’Donnell)/S.355

(Hoylman) passed both the Assembly and Senate.

4 10. Solar Choice for Homeowners

This billadds the “Solar Rights Act” to the real
property law which prohibits homeowners’
associations from adopting or enforcing any
rules or regulations that would effectively
prohibit orimpose unreasonable limitations
ontheinstallation or use of a solar power
system. This billisimportant to ensuring
homeowners associations don'tinterfere with
homeowners’ ability to install solar panels.
Allowing homeowners to choose solar helps

New York State meet emission reduction goals.
A.1933 (Galef)/S.2997 (Parker) passed both the
Assembly and Senate and was signed into law by
the Governor.

4 12.Enforcement Tools

This bill expands the civil remedies available for
environmental conservation law violations when
there is no specific penalty stated in law to include
injunctive relief, aremedy to restrain the person
from continuing the harmful action. This bill would
give DEC more flexibility in enforcing against
breaches of the environmental conservation

law and allows for more appropriately tailored
enforcement tools. S.1237 (Gianaris) passed

the Senate and does not have a sponsor in

the Assembly.

4 13.Low-Cost Air Pollution Reduction

This bill requires all petroleum storage tanks to
be painted white, beige or cream to help reduce
harmful air pollution. The petroleum products
housed inside storage tanks can evaporate when
heated by the sunand canrelease gases such as
benzene, tolueng, ethylbenzene, and other volatile
organic compounds that have negative health
impacts and form smog. This is increasingly true
if the storage tanks are darker in color, absorbing
more sunlight and creating more heat, and
causing higher emissions. This bill will help New
York reduce co-pollutants and emissions from
petroleum storage tanks. A.6177-A (Septimo)/
S.841-A (Biaggi) passed both the Assembly and
Senate.

44 14.Banon Toxic Coal Tar

This bill prohibits coal tar pavement products

that have high levels of polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs) from being sold and

used in New York. Exposure to PAHs causes a
significant increase in cancer risk in children and
they harm aquatic life in rivers and streams. PAHs
have already been banned in various cities and
states and have been advised to be banned by the
American Medical Association. This bill will help
keep toxic chemicals out of waterbodies. A.518-A
(Rosenthal)/S.4095-B (Sanders) passed both the
Assembly and Senate.

4 16. Fuel Oil Phaseout (#4)

This bill requires number four fuel oil to be phased
out by 2027 in buildings and facilities across New
York State. The burning of number four fuel oil
emits toxic pollutants that cause poor air quality,
and subsequently negative public healthimpacts.



Air pollution has been linked to heart disease,
asthma attacks, lung cancer, and reduced life
expectancy, with children and older individuals
being especially at risk. This billis critical to
protecting public health, lowering greenhouse
gas emissions, and reducing air pollution. A.5043
(Paulin)/S.2937 (Kaminsky) passed the Senate.

4 17.Fuel Oil Phaseout (#6)

This bill requires number six fuel oil to be phased
out of building and facilities across New York
State by 2023. The burning of number six fuel oil
emits toxic pollutants that cause poor air quality,
and subsequently negative public health impacts.
Air pollution has been linked to heart disease,
asthma attacks, lung cancer, and reduced life
expectancy, with younger and older individuals
being especially at risk. This bill is critical to
protecting public health, lowering greenhouse gas
emissions, and reducing air pollution. A.5029-A
(Paulin)/S.2936-A (Kaminsky) passed both the
Assembly and Senate.

4 20.Expanding the Energy Efficiency Workplace
This bill establishes an energy efficiency program
for utilities to implement within environmental
justice communities and requires program funds
for training individuals within the communities.
This bill also requires NYSERDA to implement

the established energy efficiency programsin
environmental justice communities. This bill will not
only help reduce emissions and energy bills, but
willdo so in environmental justice communities,
ensuring that vulnerable communities are not

left behind in the transition to renewable energy.
Senators were scored on S.3126-A (Parker)/
A.3996-A (Hunter), which passed the Senate, but
were not scored on S.3126-B (Parker)/A.3996-B
(Hunter), which we did take a position on after the
billwas amended to the B print.

24 21.Equitable Siting

This billamends the State Environmental Quality
Review (SEQR) Act to include measures that
consider the inequitable burdens placed on
environmental justice communities in large part
due to industrial siting. Historically, low-income
communities and communities of color have
experienced higher exposure to industrial
contaminants and pollution that have resulted

in not just poorer water, air, and soil quality, but
negative health impacts. This bill will ensure that
impacts on environmental justice communities
are recognized and considered in the SEQR siting
process. A.2103-A (Pretlow)/S.1031-B (Stewart-
Cousins) passed in the Senate.

4 22, Intervenor Reimbursement

This bill makes it more accessible for residential or
small business customers that want to participate
in Public Service Commission proceedings to
have the ability to do so. The customers will have
to seek active party status and demonstrate

that participating in proceedings will cause

them financial hardship, however this bill makes

it possible for them to engage in the regulatory
process by proving the opportunity for financial
compensation for the burden of missing work

or coordinating childcare to participateina
proceeding. A.873 (Cahill)/S.3034-A (Parker)
only passed in the Senate.

424 23.Clearing the Toxic Air

This bill requires the Department of Environmental
Conservation to enhance air monitoringin
environmental justice communities and set air
quality standards for contaminants like benzene,
formaldehyde, mercury, trichloroethylene, and
others. The health impacts of being exposed

to these toxic air contaminants include cancer,
birth defects, cardiovascular disease, brain and
nervous system damage, and these pollutants
disproportionately impact disadvantaged
communities. This billmandates expanded
tracking and reporting of toxic air contaminants,
while providing these communities with funds if
polluters violate the standards. A.6150 (Septimo)/
S.4371-B (Biaggi) only passed the Senate.

442 24.Peak Solutions

This bill requires peaker plantsin or near
environmental justice communities to create plans
to transition to renewable generating facilities
that must eventually replace fossil fuel-fired units.
The bill will make permit renewals for peaker
plants dependent on these plans being submitted
within five years. This bill will reduce pollution

and improve health outcomes in disadvantaged
communities as that is where peaker plants are
primarily located. A.6251 (Carroll)/S.4378-A
(Brisport) only passed the Senate.

24 25.Expanding Public Participation

This bill establishes a process of enhanced public
participation for major projects approved by the
Department of Environmental Conservation that
arein or near environmental justice communities.
Even though industrial projects and facilities
impact environmental justice communities the
most, these communities have been largely
excluded from the permitting process. This bill will
allow for permits to be denied if the applicant does
not adequately assess and resolve concerns 29
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of environmental justice communities. A.6530
(Barnwell)/S.3211-A (Ramos) only passed
the Senate.

4 26.Make New York EV Ready

This bill mandates that any construction projects
funded by the State that includes a parking facility
with 50 or more spaces must support electric
vehicle charging stations. With the aggressive
goals New York has set to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions 85% by 2050, parking facilities must
become electric vehicle ready. Encouragement
of electric vehicle ownership and expanding
public charging options go hand in hand and will
help increase public comfort with the transition to
electric vehicles. A.3486-A (O’'Donnell)/S.23-A
(Kaplan) only passed the Senate.

4 28.Expanding EV Access

This billincreases the rebate amount that
municipalities can receive for purchasing

electric vehicles. As municipalities and state
entities work to achieve the emissions reduction
goals of the CLCPA, focusing on reductions
within the transportation sector is important
asitis the largest source of emissionsinthe

state. Incentivizing the purchase of electric
vehicles through rebates helps make them cost
competitive and more accessible to municipalities
which will help New York meet the requirements of
the CLCPA. A.2578 (Woerner)/S.4092 (Hinchey)
only passed the Senate.

244 33.100% Electric Vehicles by 2035
This legislation sets a goal for New York State to
selland lease only zero-emissions passenger
vehicles and trucks by 2035. Additionally,

it will set a goal for medium and heavy-duty
vehicles to be zero-emission by 2045. This

bill will help align state transportation policy
with the emissions reduction mandates of the
CLCPA and greatly improve air quality. A.4302
(Englebright)/S.2758 (Harckham) passed both
the Assembly and Senate and was signed into
law by the Governor.

4 34.Improved Pesticide Reporting

This bill modifies existing pesticide reporting
laws to require the Department of Environmental
Conservation’s yearly report on pesticides
toinclude data on the specific products used
including active ingredients, and requires the
reports filed by pesticide applicators, sellers, and
manufacturers be provided electronically. This
bill will help make information about pesticides
more accessible to New Yorkers. A.4596

(Englebright)/S.4596 (Kaminsky) passed both
the Assembly and Senate.

35. Birds and Bees Protection Act

244 This bill bans neonicotinoid-coated corn,
soybean, and wheat seeds from being sold and
usedin New York State. It also bans the use of
neonicotinoid (neonics) on turf and ornamental
plants. Neonics are insecticides that have

been linked to the death of bees, birds, and fish,
which could cause the agricultural sector, and
subsequently the economy, in New York State

to be threatened. Neonics also contaminate
waterways through runoff and have been detected
in groundwater samples in Long Island. This bill
will prevent neonic use and protect food systems,
agricultural production, and environmental
sustainability. A.7429 (Englebright)/S.699-A
(Hoylman) passed the Senate.

444 37.Carpet Recycling

This bill established an extended producer
responsibility program for carpet which will help
reduce waste from the carpet industry and phase
out harmful chemicals from the manufacturing
process. The disposal of carpeting costs
taxpayers and businesses millions annually and
about 515 million pounds of carpet materials

get sent to New York landfills instead of being
recycled. This bill will establish a program for
recycling carpetin New York, which will save
residents money and reduce exposure to toxic
chemicals. S.5027 (Kavanagh) passed the
Senate and does not have an Assembly sponsor.

4 39.Clean Trucks

This bill directs the Department of
Environmental Conservation to develop
regulations and establish targets for the sale

of zero emissions medium and heavy-duty
vehicles, to parallel regulations adopted

by the State of California. Air pollution

caused by medium and heavy-duty vehicles
disproportionately impacts environmental
justice communities due to the siting of depots,
ports, and highways in these communities.

This bill willimprove public health outcomes by
reducing emissions and allow New York to keep
pace with California’s vehicle standards. S.4097
(Parker) passed the Senate and does not have
an Assembly sponsor.

£ 40. Leading by Example: EV State Procurement
This bill requires the Office of General Services

to develop and implement a state fleet
procurement plan that is made up of at least



25 percent zero emission vehicles by 2025

and 50 percent by 2030. Additionally, this bill
requires all passenger vehicles purchased or
leased by a state agency or authority to be zero
emission vehicles by 2030. This bill will help
prepare the state to transition its vehicle fleets
and meet targets in the timeline established by
the CLCPA. A.2412-A (Fahy)/S.2838-A (Parker)
only passed the Senate.

4 42. Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
This bill requires gas and electric utilities to file
with the Public Service Commission to establish
acommercial tariff for light, medium and heavy-
duty electric vehicles. This will allow customers to
have more reasonable charging rates for electric
vehicles by modernizing the electricity rate design
in each utility territory. This bill willadvance the
state’s transition to all-electric transportation

by making electric vehicle ownership more
affordable. A.3876 (Cusick)/S.3929 (Kennedy)
passed both the Assembly and Senate.

43. Lead-Free Parks

4 This billmandates that state and local parks
test for lead in drinking water once every three
years, and if the state’s lead action level is
exceeded, the appropriate authorities must act
within 90 days to remediate the contamination.
Lead exposure at any level is dangerous and
young children are the most at risk of neurological
damage and other harmful health effects due to
lead exposure. This bill will help New York State
take necessary steps to ensure parks are lead-
free. A.4551-A (O’'Donnell)/S.1256-A (Gianaris))
passed the Senate but not the Assembly.

42 44.Ending Toxics in Products

This bill bans the sale of residential furniture
containing intentionally added chemical flame
retardants, and electronics that have added flame
retardants. Flame retardants can cause cancer,
disrupt hormones, and reduce |Q, all of which
especially harm young children. Flame retardants
do little to prevent fires, so banning flame
retardants and associated chemicals will not
pose arisk for New Yorkers. This bill will protect
New Yorkers from health problems associated
with dangerous chemicals in flame retardants.
A.5418-B (Englebright)/ S.4630-B (Kaminsky)
passed both the Assembly and Senate.

4 47.Scaling up Solar

This bill allows for solar energy projects to be
installed and operated in the parking lots of
municipal parklands without the approval of

the legislature. Small scale renewable energy
options, like solar, have the potential to account for
asignificant portion of energy generationin the
coming decades because of their low installation
costs and minimal maintenance requirements. This
bill will help speed up the timeline of the installation
of these projects and bring the State closer to

the goals of the CLCPA. A.6838 (Galef)/S.2995
(Harckham) only passed the Senate.

4 48.Banning Emissions Tampering

This billmakes it illegal to tamper with heavy-duty
vehicles’ emissions control devices and establishes
fines for the offense. This bill also bans the
operation of a vehicle with a defective emissions
control device andimposes a fine for violations.

Air pollution from the transportation sector is the
largest environmental health risk in the country
because of the particulate matter produced by
internal combustion engines. Particulate matter
can cause healthimpacts like heart disease and
decreased lung function. This bill will ensure that
pollution control devices are intact to reduce
emissions which will help improve air quality in New
York. S.6172 (Hoylman) passed the Senate and
does not have a sponsor inthe Assembly.

4 50.Renewables on Reforestation Areas

This bill allows NYS to enter into lease agreements
to facilitate the development of renewable energy
facilities on lands acquired for reforestation
purposes. This bill will allow the state to take
advantage of the 600,000 acres of reforestation
areas in the State, if needed, to achieve the target
of 70 percent of New York's electricity needs
being served by renewables by 2030. A.3874
(Cusick)/S.659 (May) passed the Senate.

4 51.Protecting RGGI Funds

This billensures that revenues from the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) are exclusively
used for programs that directly relate to emissions
reduction and combatting climate change in
communities across New York. This bill prohibits
the transfer of RGGI dollars into the State’s general
fund, which has become a common practice over
the years. RGGI proceeds are supposed to be
used on programs that support the development
of renewable energy resources, energy efficiency,
job creation, and transportation electrification
across New York. This bill will ensure that the funds
are used asintended. A.7611-A (Kelles)/S.6268
(May) passed the Assembly.

31
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44 53.Climate Friendly Farming

This bill establishes the Soil Health and Climate
Resiliency Act to improve farm productivity

and support climate friendly farming practices.
Agriculture in New York accounts for 5.3 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions annually,
while farmers also face the challenges of extreme
heat, flooding, insect invasions, intensified

storm events due to climate change. These
effects of climate change impact soil health and
crop viability. This bill will encourage farmers

to engage in soil health initiatives and practice
climate resilient farming so that the food supply

is healthy, natural resources are protected, and
climate change is mitigated. A.5386-A (Lupardo)/
S.4722-A (Hinchey) passed both the Assembly
and Senate.

4 55. Equity in Environmental Conservation Law
This billamends the environmental conservation
law by codifying the equal treatment of all people
regardless of any identity, status, or orientation.
Marginalized communities have been subjected
to greater environmental harm due to power
plants and waste sites all being disproportionally
putinlow income, immigrant communities, and
communities of color. The highest rates of air
pollutionin New York are concentrated in the
communities with high populations of Black and
Latino residents and are among the poorest
districts. This bill will make it clear that all people
must be treated equally under environmental laws.
S.1232 (Gianaris) passed the Senate and does not
have a sponsor in the Assembly.

4 57.Electric Bike and Scooter Rebate

This bill establishes aride clean rebate program
to aid with the purchase of electric bicycles

and scooters. The CLCPA mandates reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and the transportation
sector produces over a third of statewide
emissions. Encouraging affordable micro-mobility
options like electric bikes and scooters will
improve air quality by reducing vehicle emissions
and congestion and will help the State meet the
goals of the CLCPA. A.516-A (Carroll)/S.3080-A
(Salazar) passed the Senate.

242 59.Protecting Wetlands

This billadds an estimated 1,000,000 acres of
freshwater wetlands to the protected wetland
areas that the Department of Environmental
Conservation oversee in New York State. The
Department of Environmental Conservation
currently can only protect wetlands larger than

12.4 acres that appear on maps; however, the
maps being used have not been updated in two
decades and there are many wetlands that are
not included. Wetlands are critical to ecosystems
and public health and need to be protected

from development, and this bill would allow the
Department to regulate wetlands smaller than
12.4 acres if they are of particular importance.
A.7850 (Englebright)/S.5116-C (Harckham)
passed the Senate.

4 64.Education on the Impacts of Idling

This bill establishes a program that will educate
the public on the environmental and health
impacts of idling internal combustion engines.
Vehicles that are operated by aninternal
combustion engine emit carbon dioxide and
particulate matter 2.5 that have severe health
impacts and are linked to increased rates of
asthma, diabetes, and heart disease. This

bill will help inform drivers of the health and
environmental effects of idling when applying for
or renewing adriver’s license so that unnecessary
pollution may be prevented. A.7722-A
(McMahon)/S.6962 (Ryan) passed the Senate.

%4 65.Right to Repair

This bill requires that electronic companies
provide consumers and local repair shops

with the necessary information to repair their
devices. Thousands of digital devices are created
by manufacturers and thrown out every year

by consumers because companies withhold
critical parts and tools that would allow people

to fix their own electronics. This bill would help
save New Yorkers billions of dollars every year

by giving consumers the right and access to fix
their electronics and reduce electronic waste, of
which New York currently generates 655,000
tons annually. A.7006 (Fahy)/S.4104 (Breslin) only
passed the Senate.

4 66. Stopping Invasive Species

This bill authorizes the Department of
Environmental Conservation to establish
inspection stations in the Adirondack Park to
inspect motorized watercraft for the presence of
aquatic invasive species, and requires boaters to
clean, drain and dry their boats before launching.
The Adirondack Park is an ecologically sensitive
natural space that is susceptible to invasive water
species, that can harm local fish populations,
impacting outdoor recreation and local economic
activity. Many aquatic invasive species have
already been detected in New York, and this bill



will help contain and limit the spread of invasive
aquatic species. A.7735-A (Jones)/S.7010-C
(Kaminsky) passed both the Assembly and
Senate.

24 67.Blockchain Environmental Impacts
This bill would establish a moratorium on the
issuance of permits and renewal of permits for
electric generating facilities that are powered by
fossil fuels which are used to support blockchain
transactions. This bill also directs the Department
of Environmental Conservation to prepare an
environmental impact statement on operations
that use proof-of work authentication methods

to validate blockchain transactions. As digital
currency becomes more valuable and blockchain
validation methods continue to be energy
intensive practices, retired powerplants in New

Visit Us Online:

York are at risk of being repurposed to power
these operations. This bill will ensure that these
re-powered plants using dirty fossil fuels must

go through the proper review and permitting
processes before going online. A.7389-A (Kelles)/
S.6486-B (Parker) passed the Senate.

44 68. Advanced Building Codes, Appliance
and Equipment EE Standards

This bill aligns the state energy conservation
construction code with the energy and emissions
reduction standards of the climate law and
increases efficiency standards of appliances and
equipment. Updating the energy code is essential
to reducing emissions and energy use in the
building sector, and it will produce huge savings for
households and businesses. A.8143 (Fahy)/S.7176
(Parker) passed the Senate.
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