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An Insider’s Guide to the Environmental
Records of New York State Lawmakers
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About Environmental Advocates Action

Environmental Advocates Action was formed in 1969 as one of the first organizationsin

the nation to advocate for the future of a state’s environment and the health of its citizens.

As the environmental conscience of New York, Environmental Advocates Action through

its advocacy, watchdogging, coalition building, education, and policy expertise, has been
ensuring that environmental laws are enacted and enforced, anti-environmental laws are
defeated, and the public participation in environmental policy debate occurs in a meaningful
way. Environmental Advocates Action is a non-profit corporation tax exempt under section
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code. You can access past editions of the Scorecard for the
complete environmental voting record of every member of the New York State Assembly and
Senate. Visit www.eaaction.org to get started.

How to Read the Scorecard

Incomplete, voted on less Bill Description Correct Environmental Vote
than 20% of scored bills
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Abbate, Peter 49 100 v v
Abinanti, Thomas 92 100 v v v/
Anderson, Khaleel 31 100 100 v v v 4
Angelino, Joe 122 26 34 X 4 X v

Ashby, Jacob 107 56 68 v v v v

Aubry, Jeffrion 35 100 100 4 v v v

Barclay, Will 120 23 34 X v x/ v
Barnwell, Brian 30 100 | 98 v v 4 v

Barrett, Didi 106 96 | 100 v v )2 v
Benedetto, Michael 82 100 | 100 v v 1 v

Bichotte Hermelyn, Rodneyse 42 100 100 v v v 4
Blankenbush, Kenneth 17 26 34 X v X v
Brabenec, Karl PN 26 32 X 4 X v
Braunstein, Edward - 1 26) [ 100 [ @8 % v v v
Bronson, M T3 100 88 v v 4 4

District =

Incorrect Environmental Vote Excused absence/No vote


http://www.eaaction.org
http://www.eaaction.org
https://twitter.com/ea_action?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironmentalAdvocatesAction/

2023 Legislative Session

The 2023 Legislative sessionin New York State marked significant strides in addressing both the
climate and the clean water crises starting with the budget.

The 2023 budget contained a landmark mandate for all-electric new construction, signaling a
major push towards the electrification of the building sector in order to cut emissions. The state also
committed to developing strategies for the equitable decarbonization of existing buildings.

The Climate Action Fund was established to capture any revenue pursuant to state action taken
pursuant to implementing the climate law, like the emissions cap and trade regulations currently under
development. This transparent, on-budget fund will ensure essential climate funds are invested in
New York communities across the state.

The budget also authorized public renewable energy projects—highlighting progress in reducing
emissions.

New York’s commitment to clean water was reflected in a $500 million allocation towards the Clean
Water Infrastructure Act, contributing to a $5 billion investment since 2017. This underscores progress
in tackling water crisis challenges, but enormous needs for increased funding remain to address
pollution and infrastructure decay.

Finally, enhancements to the Department of Environmental Conservation’s workforce and a
$400 million investment in the Environmental Protection Fund were key steps towards fulfilling climate
law mandates and protecting public health.

Assembly

Under the leadership of Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie and Assembly Environmental Chair Deborah
Glick, the New York State Assembly has made significant strides in environmental preservation.

The passage of the Birds and Bees Protection Act marks a critical step forward, banning harmful
neonicotinoids to protect vital pollinators and ensure the health of New York’s ecosystems and
agriculture. This legislative action showcases the Assembly’s dedication to safeguarding biodiversity
and supporting the state's economic well-being through environmentally conscious practices.

In alignment with the ambitious Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA), the
Assembly demonstrated prudence by blocking the Low Carbon Fuel Standard, recognizing the
importance of a holistic transition to zero-emission vehicles rather than supporting measures that
perpetuate reliance on fossil fuels. This decision underscores the Assembly’s commitment to clean
energy and environmental justice, rejecting half-measures in favor of comprehensive strategies that
address climate change and community health.

Furthermore, the Assembly’s decision to oppose legislation that undermines the CLCPA’s zero-
emission goals highlights their dedication to a sustainable future. By prioritizing investmentsin
renewable energy and equitable access to clean technology, the Assembly stands firmin its vision
for agreener New York, free from the constraints of fossil fuels and poised to lead in the fight against
global climate change.



Senate

In 2023, under the leadership of Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Environmental
Committee Chair Pete Harckham, and Finance Chair Liz Krueger, the New York Senate took
significant steps forward in the environmental arena.

The Senate showcased its environmental resolve through the Climate Change Superfund Act, a
bold initiative that places the financial burden of climate adaptation on the shoulders of the biggest
polluters, namely fossil fuel companies. By allocating funds from these companies for crucial
infrastructure projects and ensuring that a significant portion benefits disadvantaged communities,
this actis a landmark step towards holding polluters accountable while addressing the disparate
impact of climate change. This approach underscores a strategic shift towards not only remedying
past environmental damages but also fortifying the state against future challenges.

Additionally, the NY HEAT Act represents a pivotal realignment of state utility regulations with the
climate justice goals outlined in the CLCPA, specifically targeting the reduction of reliance on natural
gas to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. This legislation underscores the Senate’s commitment to a
cleaner, more sustainable energy future, with a clear focus on protecting vulnerable populations from
the economic burdens of energy transition. Together, these legislative actions mark 2023 as a year of
significant environmental advancement in New York.

2 Key Priorities, 2 Different Outcomes

In a year marked by pivotal environmental policy movements, the New York legislature passed two
significant pieces of legislation, each reflecting a distinct path through the legislative and executive
processes. One bill was signed into law by Governor Hochul, setting a new standard for state-led
environmental initiatives.

Conversely, another piece of environmental legislation, despite garnering bi-partisan support from
both legislative chambers, faced a roadblock when it was vetoed by Governor Hochul.

This duo of legislative outcomes underscores the dynamic interplay between the legislative intent of
the New York Senate and Assembly and the executive oversight by Governor Hochul, reflecting how
both branches of government play arole in determining what environmental policy is enacted in New
York State,



Lead Pipe Right to Know

This legislation, now law, marks a critical step in enhancing public health protection by making data
onlead pipesin New York’s water systems readily accessible to the public and policymakers. By
mandating the creation of a comprehensive public database detailing the number and locations of lead
pipes across the state, the bill aims to mobilize and optimize the use of state and federal funds for the
removal of all lead pipes, addressing a major source of lead exposure in drinking water. The initiative
reflects an essential move towards mitigating health risks associated with lead, which is known to be
particularly harmful to vulnerable groups like formula-fed infants.

Assembly Member Amy Paulin and Senator Gustavo Rivera should be commended for their
leadership and commitment to spearheading this crucial bill. Governor Hochul also showed leadership
in signing this legislation into law, demonstrating a firm commitment to safeguarding public health and
the environment.

Procurement without Deforestation

The legislation would help ensure that New York State’s procurement practices do not contribute

to the deforestation or degradation of intact tropical forests. By requiring state agency contracts

to verify that no procured products result from activities harmful to tropical forests, the bill sought

to position New York as aleader in combating global deforestation and its exacerbation of climate
change. Despite the global significance of forests in air purification, climate change mitigation, and
biodiversity preservation, and the urgent need to address the relentless pace of deforestation driven
by agricultural expansion and commercial interests, Governor Hochul vetoed the bill.
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Addabbo, Joseph 15 9% | 93 v v v
Ashby, Jacob 43 55 X v v
Bailey, Jamaal 36 100 93 v v/ v/
Borrello, George 57 35 36 “ “ X v/ X
Breslin, Neil 46 100 | 93 v v v
Brisport, Jabari 25 100 100 v/ v/ /
Brouk, Samra 55 100 93 v v/ v/
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Patricia 9 57 “ X v v/
Chu, lwen 17 93 v v v/
Cleare, Cordell 30 100 | 93 v v v
Comrie, Leroy iz 100 | 93 v v v
Cooney, Jeremy 56 90 INC ER v ER
Felder, Simcha 22 92 | INC ER v ER
Fernandez, Nathalia 34 93 v/ v/ v/
Gallivan, Patrick 60 51 | 50 “ X ER v
Gianaris, Michael 12 100 93 v v/ v/
Gonzalez, Kirsten 59 100 v v v
Gounardes, Andrew 26 100 93 v v/ v/
Griffo, Joseph 53 47 38 “ X v/ v/
Harkcham, Pete 40 100 93 v/ v/ v/
Helming, Pamela 54 61 53 “ X v/ v/
Hinchey, Michelle 41 100 | 93 v v v
Hoylman-Sigal, Brad 47 100 93 v v v
Jackson, Robert 31 100 93 v/ v/ v/
Kavanagh, Brian 27 100 93 v v/ v/
Kennedy, Timothy 63 96 93 v/ v/ v/
Krueger, Liz 28 100 | 93 v v v
Lanza, Andrew 24 55 | 5 “ “ X v v
Liu, John 16 100 | 93 v v v
Mannion, John 50 96 84 v/ v/ v/
Martinez, Monica 4 93 X v/ v/
Martins, Jack 7 65 X v/ v/
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X -Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Notin office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote

INC - Incomplete score

* Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session
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Mattera, Mario 2 86 64 X v

May, Rachel 48 100 | 93 v v

Mayer, Shelly 37 100 93 v v

Murray, Dean 3 62 X v

Myrie, Zellnor 20 100 | 93 v v

Oberacker, Peter 51 | 33 “ “ X v

O'Mara, Thomas 58 49 38 [ x| X v

Ortt, Robert 62 51 45 X v

Palumbo, Anthony 1 82 67 X v

Parker, Kevin 21 100 | 93 v v

Persaud, Roxanne 19 100 93 v v

Ramos, Jessica 13 100 93 v v

Rhoads, Steven 5 55 [ x| X v

Rivera, Gustavo 33 100 | 93 v v

Rolison, Rob 39 56 X v

Ryan, Sean 61 100 | 90 v v

Salazar, Julia 18 100 | 100 v v

Sanders, James 10 100 93 v ER

Scarcella-Spanton 23 93 v v

Sepulveda, Luis 32 100 | 93 v ER

Serrano, Jose 29 199 93 v v

Skoufis, James 42 94 88 v v

Stavisky, Toby Ann 1 96 93 v v

Stec, Daniel 45 47 a7 X v

Stewart-Cousins, Andrea 35 100 93 v v

Tedisco, James 44 59 a7 [ x| ES X v

Thomas, Kevin 6 100 | 93 v ER

Walczyk, Mark 49 31 x| X v

Webb, Lea 52 93 v v

Weber, Bill 38 55 [ x| X v

Weik, Alexis 8 73 64 X v

KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X -Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Notin office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote

INC - Incomplete score

* Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session
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Addabbo, Joseph 15 96 93 v v
Ashby, Jacob 43 55 v v
Bailey, Jamaal 36 100 | 93 v v
Borrello, George 57 85 36 v v
Breslin, Neil 46 100 | 93 v v
Brisport, Jabari 25 100 | 100 v v
Brouk, Samra 55 100 93 v v
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Patricia 9 57 v v
Chu, Iwen 17 93 v v
Cleare, Cordell 30 100 | 93 v v
Comrie, Leroy 14 100 93 v v
Cooney, Jeremy 56 90 INC v v
Felder, Simcha 22 92 | INC ER v
Fernandez, Nathalia 34 93 % v
Gallivan, Patrick 60 5t | 50 v v
Gianaris, Michael 12 100 | 93 v v
Gonzalez, Kirsten 59 100 v v
Gounardes, Andrew 26 100 93 v v
Griffo, Joseph 53 47 38 v v
Harkcham, Pete 40 100 | 93 v v
Helming, Pamela 54 61 53 v v
Hinchey, Michelle 41 100 | 93 v %
Hoylman-Sigal, Brad 47 100 93 v v
Jackson, Robert 31 100 | 93 v %
Kavanagh, Brian 27 100 93 v v
Kennedy, Timothy 63 96 | o3 v v
Krueger, Liz 28 100 | 93 v v
Lanza, Andrew 24 55 51 v v
Liu, John 16 100 | 93 v v
Mannion, John 50 96 | 84 % %
Martinez, Monica 4 93 v v
Martins, Jack 7 65 v v v
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Notin office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote INC - Incomplete score * Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session

Heading numbers correspond to the bill summaries starting on page 11.
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Mattera, Mario 2 86 64 v v
May, Rachel 48 100 03 v v
Mayer, Shelly 37 100 | 93 v v
Murray, Dean 3 62 v v
Myrie, Zellnor 20 100 | 93 v v
Oberacker, Peter 51 4 33 v v
O'Mara, Thomas 58 49 38 v v
Ortt, Robert 62 51 45 v v
Palumbo, Anthony 1 82 67 v v
Parker, Kevin 21 100 93 v v
Persaud, Roxanne 19 100 93 v v
Ramos, Jessica 13 100 | 93 v v
Rhoads, Steven 5 585 v/ v
Rivera, Gustavo 33 100 | 93 v v
Rolison, Rob 39 56 v v
Ryan, Sean 61 100 | 90 v v
Salazar, Julia 18 100 | 100 v v
Sanders, James 10 100 93 4 4
Scarcella-Spanton 23 93 v v
Sepulveda, Luis 32 100 | 93 v v
Serrano, Jose 29 199 93 v v
Skoufis, James 42 94 | 88 v v
Stavisky, Toby Ann 1 96 93 v v
Stec, Daniel 45 47 a7 v v
Stewart-Cousins, Andrea 35 100 93 v v
Tedisco, James 44 59 | 47 v v
Thomas, Kevin 6 100 93 v v
Walczyk, Mark 49 31 X X
Webb, Lea 52 93 v v
Weber, Bill 38 55 v v
Weik, Alexis 8 73 64 v v
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X -Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Notin office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote

INC - Incomplete score

*Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session

Heading numbers correspond to the bill summaries starting on page 11.
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Scores
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Intervenor
Reimbursement
A.7165/S.405
Procurement Without
Deforestation
A.5682-A/S.4859-A

Member District Szgfi gg:ri

Alvarez, George 78 100
Anderson, Khaleel 31 100 | 100
Angelino, Joe 121 34 25 “
Adrila, Juan 37 100
Aubry, Jeffrion 35 100 | 100
Barclay, William 120 23 25 “
Barrett, Didi 106 96 | 100
Beephan, Anil 105 50
Bendett, Scott 107 63
Benedetto, Michael 82 100 | 100
Bichotte-Hermelyn, Rodneyse 42 100 | INC
Blankenbush, Ken 17 34 25 “
Blumencranz, Jake 15 50
Bores, Alex 73 100
Brabanec, Karl 98 32 30
Braunstein, Edward 26 98 | 100
Bronson, Harry 138 88 92
Brook-Krasny, Alec 46 25 “
Brown, Ari 20 47 | 33
Brown, Keith 12 85 | INC
Burdick, Chris 93 100 | 100
Burgos, Kenny 85 100 | 100
Burke, Patrick 142 100 | 86
Buttenschon, Marianne 19 7 38 “
Byrnes, Marjorie 133 32 | 21 [ x|
Carroll, Robert 44 100 | 100
Chandler-Waterman, Monique 58 INC 91
Chang, Lester 49 38
Clark, Sarah 136 100 | 96
Colton, William 47 98 | 100
Conrad, William 140 100 | o2
Cook, Vivian 32 100 | 100
Cruz, Catalina 39 100
Cunningham, Brian 43 100 | 95
Curran, Brian 21 50
Darling, Taylor 18 95 | 100
Davila, Maritza 53 100 | 100
De Los Santos, Manny 72 100 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Not in office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote INC - Incomplete score * Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session
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Assembly
Scores

A.7165/S.405
Procurement Without
Deforestation
A.5682-A/S.4859-A

Intervenor Reimbursement

Member District Szggé szg:i

DeStefano, Joe 3 78 INC
Dickens, Inez 70 94 95
Dilan, Erik 54 INC | 100
Dinowtiz, Jeffrey 81 100 | 100
DiPietro, David 147 15 a | x|
Durso, Michael 9 76 71
Eachus, Chris 99 92
Eichenstein, Simcha 48 87 83
Epstein, Harvey 74 100 | 100
Fahy, Patricia 109 100 | 100
Fall, Charles 61 95 96
Fitzpatrick, Michael 8 39 25
Forrest, Phara 57 96
Friend, Christopher 124 7 0 “
Gallagher, Emily 50 100 | 100
Gallahan, Jeff 131 32 25 | x|
Gandolfo, Jarrett 7 76 INC | ER |
Gibbs, Edward 68 100 | 100
Giglio, Jodi 2 71 67
Giglio, Joseph 148 34 33
Glick, Deborah 66 100 | 100
Gonzalez-Rojas, Jessica 34 100 100
Goodell, Andy 150 32 26 | x|
Gray, Scott 116 42
Gunther, Aileen 100 94 50
Hawley, Stephen 139 32 25
Heatsie, Carl 83 100 91
Hevesi, Andrew 28 INC | INC
Hunter, Pamela 128 100 | 100
Hyndman, Alicia 29 95 | 100
Jackson, Chantel 79 100 100
Jacobson, Jonathan 104 100 | 100
Jean-Pierre, Kimberly 1 95 100
Jensen, Josh 134 41 38
Jones, Billy 115 63 50
Joyner, Latoya 77 100 | 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X -Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Notin office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote INC - Incomplete score * Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session
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Assembly
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244

A 244 A A%

Intervenor Reimbursement
A.7165/S.405
Procurement Without
Deforestation
A.5682-A/S.4859-A

Member District ggfri sszi

Kelles, Anna 125 | 100 | 100
Kim, Ron 40 INC | 100
Lavine, Charles 13 100 | 100
Lee, Grace 65 100
Lemondes, John 126 28 | 25
Levenberg, Dana 95 100
Lucas, Nikki 60 100 | 100
Lunsford, Jen 135 100 | 100
Lupardo,Donna 123 95 88
Magnarelli, William 129 100 | 92
Maher, Brian 101 INC
Mamdani, Zohran 36 100 100
Manktelow, Brian 130 27 33 n
McDonald, John 108 9 | 78
McDonough, David 14 34 29
McGowan, John 97 58
McMahon, Karen 146 100 92
Meeks, Demond 137 100 100
Mikulin, John 17 61 | 33
Miller, Brian 122 34 | 33
Mitaynes, Marela 51 100 | 100
Morinello, Angelo 145 37 | 29
Norris, Michael 144 7 | 18
Novakhov, Michael 45 33
O'Donnell, Daniel 69 100 | INC
Otis, Steven of 100 | 100
Palmesano, Philip 132 32 25
Paulin, Amy 88 100 | 100
Peoples-Stokes, Crystal 1M 100 100
Pfeffer-Amato, Stacey 23 95 100
Pirozzolo, Sam 63 46
Pretlow, Gary 89 100 100
Ra, Edward 19 66 | 54 x|
Raga, Steven 30 100
Rajkumar, Jenifer 38 100 | 100
Ramos, Phil 6 100 | 100
Reilly, Michael 62 54 | 38
Reyes, Karines 87 100 100
Rivera, Jonathan 149 100 | 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X - Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Not in office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote INC - Incomplete score * Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session
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Scores

Intervenor
Reimbursement
A.7165/S.405
Procurement Without
Deforestation
A.5682-A/S.4859-A

Member District égfri szg:ri

Rosenthal, Daniel 27 95 86
Rosenthal, Linda 67 100 | 100
Rozic, Nily 25 100 | INC
Santabarbara, Angelo 111 78 71
Sayegh, Nader 90 100 83
Seawright, Rebecca 76 100 | 100
Septimo, Amanda 84 100 96
Shimsky, MaryJane 92 96
Shrestha, Sarahana 103 100
siliitti, Gina 16 100 | 100
Simon, Jo Anne 52 100 | 100
Simone, Tony 75 100
Simpson, Matthew 114 25
Slater, Matt 94 75
Smith, Doug 5 61 46
Smullen, Robert 18 37 25 “
Solages, Michaelle 22 100 | 100
Steck, Phil 110 100 | 100
Stern, Steve 10 100 92
Stirpe, Al 127 88 79
Tague, Chris 102 32 | 33
Tannousis, Michael 64 56 | 38
Tapia, Yudelka 86 100 | 100
Taylor, Al 71 95 | 95
Thiele, Fred 1 98 | 100
Vanel, Clyde 33 95 100
Walker, Latrice 55 100 100
Wallace, Monica 143 o5 83
Walsh, Mary Beth 12 51 25 x|
Weinstein, Helene 41 100 | 100
Weprin, David 24 95 | o
Williams, Jaime 59 95 75
Woerner, Carrie 13 66 58
Zaccaro, John 80 95
Zebrowski, Kenneth 96 100 100
Zinerman, Stefani 56 100 100
KEY: v - Correct environmental vote X -Incorrect environmental vote N/A - Notin office * - Positive Environmental Impact

ER - Excused absence/no vote INC - Incomplete score *Member either joined or left Assembly mid-session
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How Scores Are Calculated

To calculate legislators’ scores, Environmental Advocates Action uses ratings developed by our sister
organization, Environmental Advocates NY.

Legislators earn between 1and 3 points respectively for votes in support of bills rated by Environmental
Advocates NY as 1, 2, or 3 “tree” bills. Tree-rated bills are those that will benefit the environment.

Legislators earn between 1and 3 points respectively for votes against bills that are given arating
of 1,2, or 3 “smokestacks.” Smokestack-rated bills are those that will harm the environment.
Incompletes: Legislators who miss more than 20 percent of votes receive a score of incomplete (INC).

What You Can Do Now That You Know the Score

Find out who represents you.

Visit www.assembly.state.ny.us and www.nysenate.gov or call the New York State Assembly
at (518) 455-4100 and the New York State Senate at (518) 455-2800.

Vote at the local, state, & federal levels.

Your vote is critical when it comes to whether or not New York State protects the air we breathe,
the water we drink, and the health of our families.

Contact your lawmakers.

Write to your legislators at New York State Assembly, Albany, NY 12248 or
New York State Senate, Albany, NY 12247.

Hold legislators accountable.

If they voted to weaken New York’s environmental safeguards, send lawmakers a note expressing your
disapproval. If your legislators are working to protect New York’s environment, write to thank them.

Support our work.

Visit www.eaaction.org to support our work in the State Capitol. You can also find us online on
Twitter: @EA_Action or Facebook: @EnvironmentalAdvocatesAction.


http://www.assembly.state.ny.us
http://www.nysenate.gov
http://www.eaaction.org
https://twitter.com/ea_action?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironmentalAdvocatesAction/

Bill Summaries

To score legislation, Environmental Advocates
Action uses ratings developed by our sister
organization, Environmental Advocates NY.

** * Bills with 3 trees will bring major benefits
toNew York’s environment.
44 Bills with 2 trees will bring substantial
benefits to New York’s environment.
* Bills with 1tree will benefit New York’s
environment.

'i Bills with 1smokestack will be
detrimental to New York’s environment.
1 -i Bills with 2 smokestacks will be seriously
detrimental to New York’s environment.
111 Billswith 3smokestacks would likely

result in major or lasting harm to some
aspect of New York’s environment.

4242 1. A-B-Cs of Stream Protection

This bill provides protections to thousands

of miles of class C streamsin New York. Any
development that might affect class C streams
will have to apply for a permit and take the proper
steps to ensure these critical waterways are not
harmed or degraded. The health of our streamsiis
directly linked to the safety of our drinking water
and the vitality of these freshwater resources is
essential to maintaining a recreation economy
that supports thousands of jobs across the state.
Proactively protecting streams is far cheaper
and a more sensible environmental investment
than cleaning up water pollution and restoring
degraded natural resources.

244 2 Birds and Bees Protection Act

This bill would ban the sale or use of corn,
soybean, and wheat seeds coated with toxic
neonicotinoids (“neonics”), as well as prohibit
the use of these toxic insecticides on turf

and ornamental plants beginning in 2027.

The use and application of neonics threatens
the health and viability of New York State’s
agricultural production, food systems, economic
development, and environmental sustainability.
Neonics have been linked to colony collapse
disorder, a disturbing trend of massive bee
die-offs. Beekeepers in New York have lost over

40% of their bee colonies every year for the

past decade, and the collapse of bees threatens
nearly half a billion dollars in economic outputin
our state each year, thousands of jobs, and much-
needed tax revenue.

244 3. Climate Change Superfund Act

The Climate Change Superfund Act proposes

to establish a climate change adaptation cost
recovery programin New York State. The
program would require fossil fuel companies that
have significantly contributed to greenhouse

gas emissions to bear a share of the costs of
investments required to adapt to climate change
impacts. The funds collected would be used for
projects such as coastal wetlands restoration,
storm water drainage system upgrades, and
energy-efficient cooling systems in public and
private buildings. Disadvantaged communities
would receive at least 35%, with a goal of at least
40%, of the overall benefits of program spending.

244 4 NY HEAT Act

The purpose of the bill is to give the Public
Service Commission the authority and direction
needed to align gas utility regulation and gas
system planning with the Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act (CLCPA) mandates.
Overall, the bill removes the legal basis and
subsidies driving the expansion of gas systems
and requires the commission to adopt rules and
develop a statewide gas service transition plan
that is consistent with decreasing gas reliance
and, where appropriate, decommissioning gas
systems. The billmakes several amendments to
the Public Service Law. One of which includes
directing the Commission to integrate “the

utility sector achievement of the CLCPA” as

a core planning objective to its public service
responsibilities. Notably, this bill codifies the state
goal that low-to-moderate income customers
must be protected from bearing energy burdens
greater than 6% of their income, including those
burdensimposed by the cost to purchase and
operate electric equipment.

22 5.PFAS Discharge Disclosure Act

This bill would expand testing for toxic PFAS
chemicalsin dischargesinto New York’s lakes,
rivers, and groundwater. The US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has determined that
there is no safe level of exposure to certain
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PFAS, and that any discharge of these chemicals
into the state’s waters poses arisk to human
health and the environment. This bill would
provide greater transparency to the public and
policymakers about the extent of PFAS pollution
entering our water.

24 6. Collecting Utility Affordability Data

This bill requires the Department of Public
Service to collect data from electric, gas, water,
wastewater, and telephone utilities and create
quarterly reports on the affordability of utility
service across the state as well as at least one
public hearing in eight different regions of the
state on the issue of utility affordability. The limited
data available suggests that many New Yorkers
are at risk of losing essential services now that
New York’s moratorium on utility shut offs has
expired. Without a complete understanding of the
scale and extent of the affordability crisis facing
New Yorkers, lawmakers cannot effectively
develop policies to help customers and utilities
recover from the pandemic.

24 7.EV Capable Parking Spaces

This legislation requires that electric vehicle
charging infrastructure be incorporated into
residential and commercial new construction
projects with dedicated off-street parking, as
well as renovation projects with driveways,
garages, or parking lots. New York State has
already mandated that all new vehicles sold in the
state must be emission free by 2035. The next
step must be to ensure that new infrastructure,
including parking infrastructure, be compatible
with this electric vehicle future.

44 8.Expanded Public Participation

This bill proposes a public participation process,
including the preparation and implementation

of an “enhanced public participation plan”

for major projects located within or adjacent

to disadvantaged communities. Inadequate
opportunities for community input and
participation during environmental permitting
processes has played arole in disproportionate
and inequitable siting of pollution sources

and cumulative impacts on already vulnerable
communities. This legislation seeks to achieve
this enhanced participation by ensuring residents
of disadvantaged communities have meaningful
opportunities for public engagement and

comment, such as power to require revisions to
permit applications orimpose conditions based
on community input.

24 9. Clearing the Toxic Air
This bill directs the Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) to establish air quality
standards for toxic air contaminants, while
requiring enhanced air monitoring by major
stationary sources of pollution located in
or adjacent to a disadvantaged community.
Exposure to toxic air pollution can have serious
health implications, including links to various
forms of cancer, cardiovascular and pulmonary
disease, damage to the nervous system and
brain, birth defects, and increased mortality.
Major stationary sources of air pollution
are often concentrated in environmental
justice communities and the impacts of these
contaminants are also exacerbated by high
concentrations of vehicle traffic. This legislation
helps address the disproportionate impacts
contaminated and dirty air has on disadvantaged
communities.

24 10.Just Energy Transition Act

The New York Energy Research and
Development Authority is directed to develop a
study on the replacement of New York’s fossil fuel
facilities and their sites by 2030. The Department
of Environmental Conservation and Department
of Public Service are directed to develop
programs to carry out the strategies identified

in the study, and the Public Service Commission
is required toissue an order ensuring its
implementation. The requirements outlined in
this bill will allow New York to progress towards
achieving 100% zero emissions generation.

24 11. Protecting Wetlands from Pesticides
This bill would allow local governments with local
wetland laws or ordinances to prohibit the use

of pesticides in wetlands under their jurisdiction.
Wetlands provide many benefits to people and
the environment; They filter out pollutants, slow
erosion, and serve as natural buffers against
increasingly extreme flooding caused by climate
change. They also provide important habitat
and spawning and nesting grounds for fish, birds
and other wildlife. This bill will ensure that if local
governments conclude itis necessary to further
restrict pesticide use or to expand the list of



pesticides subject to regulation, they will have the
full legal authority to do so.

42 12.Banning Fracking Waste on Highways
This billamends New York’s Environmental
Conservation Law to prohibit the use of drilling
fluids, brine, and flowback water from wells,
pools, or fields on any highway. This bill prevents
the wastewater byproducts of hydrofracking
from being used on New York’s major roadways,
primarily as an ice melter. Hydrofracking
produces dangerous contaminants, like
carcinogenic toxins and radioactive waste,

that threaten the integrity of our groundwater,
wetlands, and other vital bodies of water.

22 13.Lead Pipe Right to Know Act

This billadds a new section to the Public Health
law to make information about the number and
location of lead pipes easily accessible to the
public and decision-makers, so that state and
federal resources can be secured and efficiently
targeted to get the lead out of New York’s drinking
water by removing all lead pipes. This bill codifies
requirements by US EPA and guidance from the
NYS Department of Health (DOH) for each water
utility to develop aninventory by October 2024
and regularly update those inventories with new
information. This bill also requires DOH to make
the inventories available on the department’s
website, and to create interactive maps allowing
New Yorkers to easily learn their risk of having a
LSL as well as visualize the risk to public healthin
their community.

22 14.Banning PFAS in Anti-Fogging Sprays
and Wipes

This bill ban the sale and distribution of
anti-fogging sprays and wipes containing
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS), provides for product labeling, and sets
violations that are punishable by civil penalty,

and would take effect by the end of 2023. PFAS
substances are ubiquitous in our homes and
environment - used in a variety of products from
clothing, furniture, cookware, carpets, food
packaging, and cosmetics and personal care
products. PFAS chemicals are known as “forever
chemicals” because they do not naturally break
down and accumulate in the human body and
environment. This legislation bans the entire class
of PFAS chemicals from anti-fogging sprays and
wipes used in New York State.

22 15. Access to State Funded EV Chargers
This legislation requires commercial garages
with electric vehicle charging stations that were
funded in whole or in part with state funds to
allow electric vehicle drivers free access to the
parking garage to charge. Fees to access and
utilize commercial parking facilities are often set
at cost-prohibitive levels that may offset the fuel
savings electric vehicle owners factored into their
purchase or lease decision. This bill removes a
cost obstacle to electric vehicle at these facilities
by creating a condition that in order to use state
funds to install a charging station, public access
fees must be waived for charging.

44 16.Recycling eBike Batteries and More
This bill expands the definition of rechargeable
batteries to include those used as a principle
electric power source for electric scooters

and bikes with electric assist. Rechargeable
batteries reduce solid waste and energy use by
having longer useful lives than non-rechargeable
batteries, but still contain toxic materials

such as lead, cadmium, and mercury that can
contaminate our natural resources from the solid
waste stream. By expanding the State’s extended
producer responsibility battery recycling
program, this bill will help protect the health and
safety of New Yorkers.

22 17.Electric Landscaping Equipment
Rebate

This billincentivizes the transition off gas
powered landscaping equipment through
arebate program for electric landscaping
equipment. The bill directs NYSERDA to develop
aprogram to award rebates at the point of sale to
institutional or commercial applicants for eligible
lawn care devices in amounts determined by the
authority. Electric landscaping equipment is now
aviable option for landscaping company fleets;
however, gas powered equipment’s competitive
edge liesin the cheaper upfront cost. This
legislation will help level the playing field.

44 18.Don’t Dump in the Hudson
This billamends the environmental conservation
law to prohibit the discharge of radiological
substances into the Hudson River during nuclear
decommissioning processes and establishes
fines for violating that prohibition. The company
overseeing the decommissioning of New York’s

Indian Point nuclear facility, Holtec International, o3
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is seeking to discharge approximately 1 million
gallons of radioactive wastewater into the
Hudson River this year. The wastewater includes
tritium, a radioactive material that is linked to
cancer, miscarriages, and other adverse health
effects. This bill ensures the health and safety of
the Hudson River, its nearby environment, and
the thousands of New Yorkers who rely on the
Hudson for water, recreation, and livelihood.

24 19.Removing Restrictions on Geothermal
Technology

This legislation modifies obsolete restrictions
for geothermal boreholes deeper than 500 feet.
Current requirements restricting the installation
of geothermal systems deeper than 500 feet
were originally designed for oil and gas drilling to
prevent contamination. These requirements are
unnecessary for heat pump installations because
closed-loop geothermalis not extractive, so it
does not pose the same risk to the environment
as oiland gas drilling. The exemption made
possible by this legislation will benefit New
York'’s geothermal heating and cooling sector

by lowering installation costs and expanding the
number of homes that may employ geothermal
systems.

24 20.Lead AmmoBan

This bill bans the use of lead ammunition

for hunting on state-owned lands and lands
contributing surface water to the New York City
water supply. Lead is a dangerous neurotoxin that
can cause devastating health effects, especially
in children; scientists have stated that there is

no safe level of lead exposure. Approximately

90 percent of the ten billion rounds of ammunition
purchased every year in the US contain lead, and
lead bullets shatter into many small pieces upon
impact which scatter throughout the landscape.
With safer alternatives already on the market, like
copper ammunition, New York has no reason not
to take this strong step to ban lead ammunition on
public lands, with a goal of banning the use of all
lead ammunition statewide.

4 21.Intervenor Reimbursement

For low-income customers who wish to intervene
in proceedings, it can be a significant burden to
take time off work or find childcare to participate
meaningfully. As the State implements the
Climate Leadership and Community Protection

Act, the PSC will be at the center as they

regulate electricity, natural gas and steam. This
legislation allows individuals and small business
customers the opportunity to apply for an award
of compensation if they want to participate in
proceedings of the Public Service Commission
(PSC). Ensuring that all communities and
stakeholders can weighin as we transitionto a
future with cleaner energy is a critical component
of ajust transition. This legislation enhances
access to the process through the establishment
of intervenor reimbursements.

4 22, Procurement without Deforestation
This legislation amends the finance law to
require all state agency contracts to ensure
that no products being procured by New York
State are contributing to the degradation or
deforestation of intact tropical forests. This
would include products extracted from, grown,
derived, harvested, reared or produced onland
where deforestation or degradation of tropical
forest occurs. Itis also the responsibility of the
contractor to provide records relating to the
product to verify that its production did not
resultin deforestation or degradation, and the
contractor must confirm that subcontractors also
adhere to these standards.

2 23. Accessible Electric Vehicle Charging
Information

This legislation directs NYSERDA to develop

a centralized mobile application displaying
locations and availability of electric vehicle
charging infrastructure across the state. Drivers
considering purchasing an electric vehicle have
reported feeling range anxiety, which is the
feeling of worry that the vehicle battery will be
completely drained before a charging station

is found. This is a primary obstacle for drivers
when considering an electric vehicle. There are
existing electric vehicle charging station maps,
however their informationis at times outdated
or inconsistent with other sites. This legislation
would remove a barrier to electric vehicle
adoption by providing drivers with accurate
information about charging availability.

4 24, Nonprofit Carshare Insurance

This legislation removes an obstacle in the way
of nonprofit carshare organizations in New York
by allowing registered Risk Retention Groups



headquartered outside of the state to provide
insurance for New York based nonprofits.

Given that the transportation sector is one of

the largest sources of air pollutionin New York
State, carshares play a significant role in reducing
emissions by offering mobility alternatives to
vehicle ownership, reducing the number of
individually owned vehicles on the road. There are
currently no commercial automobile insurance
products available to nonprofit carshares, so this
legislation will fill that gap by providing insurance
options.

4 25. Climate Expenditure Transparency

This bill requires the DEC and NYSERDA to
publish an annual report on state agency and
authority climate expenditures, estimated future
expenditures, and an analysis of spending
impacts on disadvantaged communities. The
Climate Action Council's Scoping Plan estimates
that we need a minimum of $10 billion in spending
to secure the health and economic benefits of the
Climate Leadership and Community Protection
Act. This legislation will provide the transparency
needed to hold the state accountable for meeting
these goals.

4 26.Expanding Offshore Wind Targets

This billamends the executive law to establish
new goals for offshore wind generation, setting
targets at 9,900 megawatts by 2035, 15,800 by
2040,18,000 megawatts by 2045, and 20,000
megawatts by 2050. In the last four years, New
York State has made substantial progress
towards the offshore wind targets setin the
Climate, Leadership, and Community Protection
Act, and is already halfway towards the goal set in
2019. Expanding offshore wind targets will allow
New York State to meet its clean energy goals on
an accelerated timeline.

4 27.Lead Free Parks

This bill mandates that state and local parks test
for lead in drinking water once every three years,
and if the state’s lead action level is exceeded, the
appropriate authorities must act within 90 days
to remediate the contamination. Lead exposure
at any level is dangerous and young children are
the most at risk of neurological damage and other
harmful health effects due to lead exposure. This
bill will help New York State take necessary steps
to ensure parks are lead-free.

4 28.Scalingup Solar

This bill allows for solar energy projects to be
installed and operated in the parking lots of
municipal parklands without the approval of
the legislature. Small-scale renewable energy
options, like solar, have the potential to account
for a significant portion of energy generation

in the coming decades because of their low
installation costs and minimal maintenance
requirements. This bill will help speed up the
timeline for the installation of these projects and
bring the State closer to our climate goals.

4 29. Banning Emissions Tampering

This legislation prohibits the tampering of
emissions control devices of heavy-duty vehicles
and establishes a fine of $1000-$5000 for

such an offense, with an additional fine of $750

if the registered owner of a diesel-powered
vehicle operates the vehicle with a defective
emissions control device. By establishing a
penalty for disabling an emissions control device
or operating a heavy-duty vehicle without such a
device, New York is demonstrating how important
tailpipe pollution restrictions are to the health and
safety of its communities.

2 30.Fossil Fuel Phaseout

This bill requires number four fuel oil to be phased
out by 2027 in buildings and facilities across New
York State. The burning of number four fuel oil
emits toxic pollutants that cause poor air quality,
and subsequently negative public health impacts.
Air pollution has been linked to heart disease,
asthma attacks, lung cancer, and reduced life
expectancy, with children and older individuals
being especially at risk. This billis critical to
protecting public health, lowering greenhouse
gas emissions, and reducing air pollution.

2 31.FastCharge NY

This bill will help ensure the intentional
deployment and accessibility of electric vehicle
fast chargers by creating a comprehensive
electric vehicle fast charging implementation
plan. As this transition from gas-powered to
electric transportation takes place, the state
needs a comprehensive plan for publicly
available and accessible charging, this includes
fast charging which can fully charge an electric
vehicle in just thirty minutes.
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4 32.Electric Bike and Scooter Rebate

This legislation directs the New York State
Energy Research and Development Authority to
establish aride clean rebate program to aid with
the purchase of electric-assisted bicycles and
scooters. Reaching the emissions reductions
goals of the Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act will require a significant decrease
in emissions from the transportation sector.
Personal vehicle use makes up a considerable
proportion of transportation emissions, and
ownership of a personal vehicle is expensive
aninaccessible to many. This billencourages
the use of affordable and low-emission
transportation options and reduces air pollution
and traffic congestion.

4 33.Enforcement Tools

This bill expands the civil remedies available for
environmental conservation law violations when
there is no specific penalty stated in law to include
injunctive relief, aremedy to restrain the person
from continuing the harmful action. This bill would
give DEC more flexibility in enforcing against
breaches of the environmental conservation

law and allows for more appropriately tailored
enforcement tools.

4 34.Expanding the Energy Efficiency
Workforce

This bill establishes energy efficiency programs
for utilities to implement within environmental
justice communities. Upgrading buildings
through energy efficiency and weatherization
directly benefits communities by decreasing
the amount of harmful co-pollutants in the air,
especially for communities of color and low
income communities that have historically faced
the worst impacts of air pollution. The programs
established through this legislation will also
provide jobs to those in need.

4 35.0pen Water Data Act

This bill directs academic institutions and state
agencies to collaborate and create standards
for collecting water data and making it available
on apublic-facing website. New York is one of
the most water-rich states in the country, with
our bodies of freshwater serving as communal
fixtures for tourism, recreation, and industry.
However, as climate change increases the
frequency and severity of droughts and floods,

itis more important than ever to assess whether
water abundance, quality, and access is at risk.
Current data on New York’s waters is scattered
across anumber of online platforms, and a
significant amount of data is not accessible to the
public at all. Modeled after policies in Western
states facing water scarcity, this bill will make
water datain New York more transparent and
more accurate. This will help decision-makers
ensure the longevity of one of our most valuable
resources.

4 36. Electric Vehicle Charging Station
Reliability

This bill directs the Public Service Commission to
conduct a comprehensive assessment of electric
vehicle charging infrastructure availability and
develop minimum industry standards to improve
reliability. New York State has established a goal
of reaching 850,000 zero emission vehicles by
2025, and a goal for all new passenger vehicles
to be zero emission by 2035. The demand for
electric vehicles hasincreased, but access to
charging has created an obstacle for prospective
electric vehicle drivers. This billincreases
consumer confidence and electric vehicle
ownership by determining the current state of
charging infrastructure and establishing minimum
industry standards to reach consistent reliability.

11 37.Clean Fuel Standard

This bill requires the Department of
Environmental Conservation to adopt regulations
that require a 20 percent reduction in the carbon
intensity from the on-road transportation sector
by 2031and a system of tradable credits to offset
continued pollution from fuel providers. This has
the potential to incentivize continued pollution,
encourages the buildout of gasinfrastructure
even as the state is transitioning off fossil fuels,
and undermines the emissions mandates set

in the Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act.
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